[image: image1.png]


Tel: - 2482820                                          BIJLAGE      2

Fax: - 2478464

Email: - ccs@jkccs.org

Jammu & Kashmir

[image: image2.png]


Coalition of Civil Society

The Bund Amira Kadal, Srinagar – 190001, Jammu and Kashmir
The arms trade between EU countries and the India and Pakistan have many dimensions. Since both the countries are developing countries and are plagued with acute problems of poverty, illiteracy etc. Ignoring the basic issues of the people these countries are competing in the arms race from last many decades. After the nuclear explosion of 1998 by India and getting quick response from Pakistan, the situation has got alarmed. Further advancement in the missile technology (Agni I and Agni II) by India and (Ghauri I and Ghauri II) by Pakistan has threatened the peace in the South Asia. India erstwhile receiving arms from former USSR is now receiving arms Israel, European Countries, Russia and America also. The Pakistan has been qualified as MNNA (major Non NATO Ally) by the US. The basic issue of Kashmir has held the economy of the two countries to ransom thereby the natural resources which should have been used for the upliftment of the poverty stricken people of India and Pakistan, for the marginalised masses, are being profited by the Western military Industrial complexes. 

The illustration of Siachen is enough to understand the hostilities between the two countries. The Siachen is the highest, coldest and the most expensive battle field of the world where the cost of maintaining the troops is 1 million US dollar for India and 0.25 million US dollar for Pakistan per day; where the casualty rate is 1 every second day on the side of India and one every fourth day on the side of Pakistan. Nevertheless, 25th November 2003 the governments from both the side have entered into a ceasefire and have given the diplomatic efforts even track II diplomacy a chance. But unfortunately recently on 10th of January and 20th of January again there have been violations of ceasefire. First time after 14 months of ceasefire the government of India has alleged Pakistan of violating the ceasefire by resorting to mortar shelling in Poonch sector of Jammu and Kashmir. Pakistan has refuted the allegations and has blamed the India for violating the same. It is a very significant development not in the military sense as there has been no casualty but on the political level. The efforts made on the governmental and non governmental level which had raised hopes and expectations between the people of the two countries including the Kashmiris seems blurring and unfortunately situation seems to be back to square one. In Kashmir and Pakistan the perception is that despite the flexibility shown by the Pakistani government in resolving the Kashmir imbroglio, there has been no reciprocity from the Indian side. India refuses to enter into a meaningful and purposeful dialogue process and keeps unchanged its position on Kashmir. 

Under these circumstances the arms sale to these countries will threaten the fragile peace in the sub continent that too between the two nuclear countries who were at the brink of the full fledged war in 1999 at Kargil, which was averted by the intervention of United States. 

Unlike other conflict areas where the hi-tech imported weaponry has been used by the governments to deal with the insurgents/ freedom fighters, in Kashmir the maximum casualties have been by the small arms largely manufactured by the government of India and Pakistan. Now government of India is importing the defence related equipments for surveillance on the borders to check the infiltration on the 740 kms LOC in the Jammu and Kashmir. For ordinary Kashmiris the hi-tech weaponry is not a concern as the small arms like SLR and AK-47 rifles. It is an admitted fact since II world war the highest numbers of causalities are carried by the small weapons. Since Kashmir is much related with the Indian and the Pakistani stalemate there are definitely concerned with the massive arms build up of the two belligerent nations.

There is genuine concern that further stalemate between India and Pakistan will intensify the conflict in Kashmir with more militancy and in future using the hi-tech imported weaponry in Kashmir cannot be ruled out. According to the EU code of conduct on arms trade “Member states will not allow exports which would provoke or prolong armed conflicts or aggravate existing tensions or conflicts in the country of final destinations”. Hence we feel that the supply of arms by the EU countries to both the governments will mean strengthening their military capability which ultimately can lead to a disaster in South Asia. 

In the EU code of conduct criterion two it is clearly mentioned that, “Member states will not issue an export licence if there is a clear risk that the proposed export might be used for internal repression”. Therefore in this regard the Kashmiri Civil Society feels that the supply of arms to India and Pakistan is unethical based on the principles laid down by the European governments themselves as it is known fact that Pakistan and India both are the violators of Human Rights. 

Parvez Imroz, President of the Jammu & Kashmir Coalition of Civil Society

De Bund Amira Kadal, Srinagar   ccs@jkccs.org
Tel. 0091 – 194 – 248 2820      Fax.  0091 – 194 – 247 8464

Srinagar, January 25th 2005

� EMBED Photoshop.Image.7 \s ���








_1117127263.unknown

